
Covid-19 Cast Shadow as Khalsa Institutions Celebrate
551st Guru Nanak’s Parkash Purab

Colourful Procession “Nagar Kirtan’ undertaken Khalsa College  to Golden Temple with Scaled Down participation amid Covid

Amritsar (November 28, 2020) A colourful religious
procession `Nagar Kirtan’ was today organized by
Khalsa educational institutions under Khalsa 
College Governing Council (KCGC) to mark the
551st Parkash Purab of Guru Nanak Dev Ji. The
Covid-19 cast a long shadow over the march as the
participation was cut down from 30,000 students
to bare minimum merely by the management in the
scaled down ceremony.

Only the teaching, non-teaching and select
senior classes’ students took part in the religious
procession as per KCGC’s century old practice to
celebrate the Gurpurab annually. The march which
took off from historic Khalsa College however
reached Golden Temple amidst much-fanfare, hymn
singing and religious fervour. The participants form-
ing queues by keeping social-distancing, chanted
holy hymns from Gurbani and paraded through 
various parts of the city to pay obeisance at 
Harmandar Sahib.

The display of Gatkas (Sikh martial art),
music of the bands, PT Show and beating of the
drums was witnessed but in a scaled down man-
ner. The procession, led by the decorated palanquin
in which the Guru Granth Sahib was placed, had
the participants clad in colourful dresses and attires
as they held prayers at Aka Takht to culminate the
march.

The PanjPiaras (five beloveds), the top man-
agement functionaries, Principals and staff passed
through GT Road, Putlighar, Railway Station, Bhan-
dari Bridge, Hall Gate, Hall Bazar, Kotwali and finally
reached at  Ghanta Ghar outside the Golden Temple

precincts. Though an annual feature, the procession
is different this time due to the coronavirus restric-
tions leading to lesser gathering, said KCGC hon-
ouarry secretary Rajinder Mohan Singh Chhina.

He said the procession was aimed to high-
light the philosophy and teachings of Guru Nanak,
which advocated universal brotherhood, humanity
and peaceful co-existence. They appealed all to fol-
low the teachings of the Guru.

The parade also highlighted the protection
of environment and checking pollution as no plastic
was used throughout the procession. The volun-
teers from NCC and NSS cleaned the roads through
which the procession passed. Chhina and KCA
Principal Dr. Mehal Singh thanked the district min-
istration for all the help extended for the successful
completion of the parade.

KCGC Joint Secretary Ajmer Singh Heir,
Sardool Singh Mannan, Rajbir Singh, Members
Lakhwinder Singh Dhillon, Sukhdev Singh Abdal,
Gurpreet Singh Gill, Principals Dr. R. K. Dhawan,
Dr. Manju Bala, Dr. Surinderpal Kaur Dhillon, Dr.
Harpreet Kaur, Dr. Kamaljit Kaur, Dr. H. B. Singh,
Dr. Jaspal Singh, Dr. Manpreet Kaur, Dr. Inderjit
Singh Gogoani, S. Nanak Singh, Dr. Kawaljit Singh,
S. A. S. Gill, Puneet Kaur Nagpal, Nirmal Kaur,
Gurinderjit Kaur, Under Secretary 
D. S. Rataul, Other.

- D S Rataul
Deputy Director 

Public Relation Department
Khalsa College Governing College, 

Amritsar.
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DEMOCRACY AND 
SOCIAL JUSTICE
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Editor-in-Chief: 
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Democracy and social justice are interrelated social
processes. The one is incomplete in the absence of
the other. Democracy offers freedom space to realize
equality and experience fraternity. Equality and 
fraternity are the two essential ingredients of social
justice, which achieves its true form with the addition
of liberty. Thus the trinity of liberty, equality and 
fraternity constitutes the essence of social justice and
the institution of democracy provides the requisite
realm for its realization. Though many scholars’ boasts
of ancient origins of democracy in India but it would
be prudent to argue that democracy achieves its roots
in the real sense of the term with the adoption of the
constitution in independent India. Bodhisattva Baba
Saheb Dr. Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar, Chairman of 
Constitutional Drafting Committee, worked very hard
to incorporate various provisions for the realization of
social justice in the Indian society. He was of the firm
views that if social and economic parity remains an
elusive to the multitude of poor and historically socially
excluded people in the country, then the very purpose
of having parliamentary democracy would not be
served efficiently. He reiterated the seminal point 
during his engaging discussions at various important
forums within and outside the Indian parliament that
for social justice to prevail in the country, India needs
effective participation of the downtrodden in all the
different spheres of the society.

The demand for social justice was also raised
at various platforms during the freedom struggle
movement in colonial India. Ad-Movements in North
and South India, Justice Party in South India, Babu
Mangu Ram Muggowalia from Punjab, Swami Achhuta
Nand Ji from Uttar Pradesh, Baba Ghasi Das Ji from
Madhya Pradesh, Thanthai Periyar E. V. Ramasamy
(Tamilnadu) promoted the principles of rationalism,
self-respect, women’s rights and eradication of
caste,Sri Narayana Guru from Kerala raised a consis-
tent campaign for the prevalence of social justice in
the Indian society. Babu Mangu Ram Muggowalia 
presented a number of resolutions to the British 
Government for the removal of untouchability and 
special provisions for the inclusion of socially excluded
sections of the society in the public realm of power
and social domain.

Babu Mangu Ram Muggowalia joined hands
with Bodhisattva Baba Saheb Dr. Bhimrao Ramji
Ambedkar in his struggle for equal rights for the so-
cially excluded people of India. When Baba Saheb Dr.
Ambedkar speeded its movement into the political
agile lands of Punjab with the formation of Punjab
chapter of Scheduled Castes Federation, there was a
tremendous response from the grassroots. That was
precisely the contributions of Ad Dharm movement
which laid the foundation stone of social justice 
campaign in the state in the mid-1920s. But the irony
of the matter is that even after more than six decades
of India’s independence, Dalits in the country are still
subjected to various types of atrocities and social 
discriminations. Though the Indian state, while making
the optimum use of various anti untouchability clauses
of the constitution, is doing its best to bridle the 
monster of caste, but still is more needed to be done
at the social level where the people should come 
forward to internalize the values of liberty, equality and
fraternity in order to realize the true sense of 
democracy and social justice.
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Relief, Not Fines for Small Businesses
The past nine months have been a
roller coaster for all of us. The seem-
ingly endless pandemic has resulted
in all of us being forced into a new
way of living. It has been harder on
some than others. Small business
owners and their employees are cer-
tainly among those most heavily im-
pacted. California has gone from
stay-at-home orders to watch lists,
blueprints, and regional shutdowns.
At every step, and sometimes in be-
tween, the rules for businesses have
changed. We have seen many busi-
nesses remain closed while others
have remained open or bounced be-
tween being open or closed. In the
worst cases, some businesses have
closed forever. For businesses still
hanging on, the struggle has been
persistent, and I was baffled by the
notion that we should be threatening
them with fines of up to $10,000.
Still, that notion took form in a pro-
posal brought forward by our Public
Health Department as an urgency or-
dinance.

The ordinance that was pro-
posed was too broad, too aggressive,
and frankly, too subjective for me to
support it. Put simply; the ordinance
gave the county and cities the author-
ity to fine a business when found not
to be compliant with any regulations
or requirements within a public health
order. That sounds straightforward

enough, but the resolution went be-
yond the county's standard for en-
forcing ordinances. First, the business
owner may not be held responsible
for the violation. The ordinance in-
cluded the property owner as the po-
tentially responsible party.
Further, it gave the Public Health De-
partment the authority to designate
anyone they saw fit as an enforce-
ment officer. That means it would not
necessarily be the Sheriff, Code En-
forcement, or even a health inspector
going into businesses to investigate
violations. Under this ordinance, any
county employee could be given the
authority to enter a business and cite
them for a perceived violation.

I say perceived violation be-
cause not only are enforcement offi-
cers potentially untrained county
employees, but they would not be re-
quired to even witness a violation
under the ordinance. If adopted, the
enforcement officer could issue cita-
tions based on "investigations" or
simply being told by other county
staff a violation occurred. This incred-
ibly low burden of proof could have
gone a long way to creating undue al-
legations. The ordinance did include
an appeal process, but only when the
fines were for more than $1000. With
the fines being as much as $500 for
every day a perceived violation oc-
curs, I am sure many would be

granted the opportunity for an ap-
peal. However, the appeal process
would require a $750 deposit (unless
proof of an inability to pay can be
provided) and no guarantee of re-
couping the deposit if the appeal fails.
Many businesses have already put
everything they have into finding
ways to comply with ever-changing
health orders. One incident could be
the deciding factor in whether or not
the business can remain open or
close forever.

Ultimately, that is my biggest
concern with the ordinance. A busi-
ness struggling to keep the lights on
could see fines as high as $10,000,
plus "administrative fees," and then
they close for good. When a business
closes permanently or even for 72
hours, that means employees and the
business owner have no money com-
ing in. While some were fortunate
early on to receive financial assis-
tance through the Paycheck Protec-
tion Program (PPP), many small
businesses, particularly minority-
owned businesses, received little to
no aid.

I understand the need to pro-
tect lives during the pandemic. The
county has several ways to enforce
public health orders that we can rely
on for that. If we start adding to small
businesses' financial struggles,
though, that could mean more people

without
t h e
means to
pay bills,
rent, or
put food
on the
table. I
w o u l d
m u c h
r a t h e r
we find businesses struggling to com-
ply and find ways to help them
through education or providing re-
sources. We can stop the spread of
COVID-19 and help people maintain
their livelihood, which I aim to
achieve. Based on the more than
3000 public comments we receive on
the ordinance, I think many people in
the county agree with me and are as
glad as I am the ordinance was pulled
from consideration.

Thank you for reading – and as al-
ways, if you want to contact me, call
me at 916-874-5491, or e-mail me at
SupervisorFrost@saccounty.net.

Sue Frost represents the 4th District,
which includes all or part of the com-
munities of Citrus Heights, Folsom,
Orangevale, Antelope, Rio Linda,
Elverta, Gold River, Rancho Murieta,
North Highlands, Carmichael, Foothill
Farms and Fair Oaks

Sue Frost
Supervisor

Essential commodity Act
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The framers produce and trade act
(1) (2) (3)

(4) (5) (6)

(7) (8) (9)
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The framers agreement on aurance of price act
(1) (2) (3)

(4) (5) (6)

(7) (8)
AD DHARM IN PUNJAB ELECTIONS

Ad Dharm movement of Punjab gained tremendous 
importance within a short period after its foundation in
1926. That it got recognition for a separate religion for the
so called lowest if the low from the British Government
speaks about its great strength. In 1931, about 500, 000
Scheduled Castes (SCs) got recorded Ad Dharm as their 
distinct religion. Thereafter, its record victory in the 1937
Punjab Provincial Assembly elections reinforced its 
popularity among the SCs. Its victory in the 1946 Punjab
Provincial Assembly election to the Punjab Legislative As-
sembly assigned it an independent political identity. Babu
Mangu Ram Mugowalia, the founder of the Ad Dharm 
movement, was elected from Hoshiarpur constituency. It
contested both the above-mentioned assembly elections in
collaboration with the Unionist Party.  

Babu Mangu Ram Mugowalia also contested the
Punjab Legislative Assembly Election of 1951, but as an In-
dependent contestant from the Garhshankar Constituency.
He was offered a ticket by the Congress to contest the as-
sembly elections as its nominee but Babu Mangu Ram Ji re-
fused to contest the election on the Congress ticket and the
same was given to Mr Kartar Singh of village Langeri of
Hoshiarpur District. 

Prem K. Chumber
Editor-In-Chief: Ambedkar Times & Desh Doaba


